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In May, we worked with wolf scientists from Germany to hold a meeting
in Yellowstone National Park and adjoining ranchlands to evaluate
coexistence methods and research efforts from both countries. Our
hope is this information will increase the effectiveness of wolf
coexistence efforts in both countries. Our workshop leaders were Dr.
Eick von Ruschkowski, Direktor der Alfred Toepfer Akademie far
Naturschutz, Germany, Dr. Jeremy Bruskotter from Ohio State
University, and Dr. Thomas E. Fish, National Coordinator, U.S. Department of the Interior,
National Park Service. There were several highlights from this gathering but the most
exciting were watching the Junction Butte Pack in Yellowstone combine three (!) litters of
pups into one den visible from the Lamar Road; several grizzly sightings; baby bison at
play; and an excellent field discussion with ranch owner Malou Anderson-Rameriz in the
Tom Miner Basin. Malou is the third generation to raise livestock on their family ranch and
co-founder of the Tom Miner Basin Association that “promotes and supports efforts
supporting shared landscape concepts, healthy soils, thriving wildlife populations, healthy
livestock and people/neighbors, and more.” Malou described living as a ranching
community on the northern edge of Yellowstone Park, home to a thriving grizzly bear
population as well as a wolves. Their current projects include range riding, carcass
management programs, regenerative ranching workshops and seminars, low-stress
livestock handling workshops, and data collection for least invasive techniques pertaining
to technology/drone use in wild places.



https://wildlifecoexistence.org/
https://wildlifecoexistence.org/blog/keeping-bison-wild/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INGyQDJYHqQ&fbclid=IwAR1i7oUQkuTHxpncm_r6L0joeh2pcqfjv3tpa5KXl7Tz8_OMHPxyZTFiIn4

Malou spoke about her life growing up as a multi-generational ranch owner and the
responsibility she and her family feel toward the land and the animals — both wild ones like
wolves and grizzlies as well as their own cattle and dogs. She called it a sacred
responsibility that included soil health and landscape-level biodiversity. She described
their goal of working with Nature out of respect for the land and their relationship with all
living things. We were all deeply touched by her passion and connection to her
community, her wild neighbors included. Malou reflected on the book Braiding
Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants by
Robin Wall Kimmerer. This wonderful book resonates with the core mission of IWCN. If
you have not read it yet, | suggest it deserves a place of honor on the bookshelves among
all of us working on coexistence with wildlife:

“Knowing that you love the Earth changes you, activates you to defend and protect and
celebrate. But when you feel that th Earth loves you in return, that feeling transforms the
relationship from a one-way street into a sacred bond.”

We have all watched in dismay as the effects of climate change have fell so hard this
week on Yellowstone National Park and are grateful for the emergency workers, local
volunteers, and National Park personnel who have worked endlessly to help the residents
— people, their pets, and wildlife — survive such devastating impacts to the region. We will
be watching for ways that we can help as the restoration efforts begin.

For the Wild Ones,

Suzanne Asha Stone

New on the blog:

Keeping Bison Wild:

“We look at the elk population in the
region, and its ability to wander and act
as wildlife should. And that's what we
want for bison.”

Tool: Foxlights


https://wildlifecoexistence.org/blog/keeping-bison-wild/

Foxlights are solar powered lights
emitting random pulses of multi-colored
lights that simulate a person walking
around at night or a campfire. They are
set up around the perimeter of a sheep
band and are regularly used by many
conservation projects around the world
for tigers, bears, wolves and other risk
adverse species.

Wolf Update

IWCN continues to advocate for emergency protections for wolves in the Northern
Rockies.

e Timberline High School’s TREE Club (Teens Restoring Earth’s Environment) joined
IWCN to place full-page ads in the Idaho Statesman in support of wolves titled “We
want Wolves in Our Tomorrow.” The ads coincided with their testimony before the
Idaho Fish and Game Commission. While their testimony was well received, the
commission then voted to provide an additional $200,000 in bounties for killing
wolves this year. Michel Liao continued his advocacy for wolves, publishing an op-
ed in the Idaho Press. "l want wolves in my tomorrow. | want wolves for my
children’s tomorrow. | want to see them when | go to our national forests. | want to
hear their howls at night."

e We are working with other organizations and scientists to analyze the way ldaho is
monitoring wolves in the state. Members of our Coexistence Council and other
scientists expressed concerns that Idaho’s processes would allow population
changes--including, potentially, a large population decline--to go undetected.
Another expert review found similar problems with Montana's population monitoring
model. Both reviews were submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in our
effort to provide further data to encourage the relisting of wolves.

e |IWCN'’s Executive Director Suzanne Asha Stone has joined the Colorado State
Conflict Reduction Group. As wolves migrate or are reintroduced into Colorado, it
will be critically important to provide nonlethal tools to ranchers. This will allow for a
better outcome for wolves and ranchers.

¢ |WCN supporters provided funding for a fencing project in Minnesota to keep
multiple wolf packs away from a local ranch. The fencing is working! A win-win for
wolves and the rancher.

IWCN Education Forum Series:


https://wildlifecoexistence.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/IdahoNewspaper_Ad1_LowRes-1.pdf
https://www.idahopress.com/opinion/guest_opinions/guest-opinion-i-want-wolves-in-my-tomorrow/article_294138e9-4915-57a4-b0d2-f591cc31e30e.html?fbclid=IwAR25E9UzBkJe7i-orTAxA_YyNxP0UrMIYUQGHeoXNo1K_s-ees87iPuWEgs
https://www.brainerddispatch.com/sports/northland-outdoors/this-northern-minnesota-ranch-exists-at-the-boundary-of-several-wolf-packs?fbclid=IwAR1zMwylRtj8zVV1OnXnBNW7H3vSLemd50cmYFQGsYjJPYJVyNwCD4P4T88

Developing Solutions

From 2003-2022

« 55 beehive fences

« 25 calving areas fences
« 8 residential fences

« 2 composting facilities
« 3 transfer site(s)

« 3 portable systems

* 4 NEW e-mat systems

On May 5th, we hosted the “Unite for Wolves” forum, featuring James Holt of the Nez
Perce Tribe; Dr. Bob Crabtree of the Yellowstone Ecological Research Center; Michel
Liao of the Timberline High School TREE (Teens Restoring Earth’s Environment) Club;
Nathan Varley, Yellowstone Wolf Tracker and co-owner of the Wild Side LLC; Talasi
Brooks of the Western Watershed Project; and our own Suzanne Asha Stone. More than
300 people registered for the forum where we shared information on the impacts of the
wolf hunt on local businesses; a Nez Perce wildlife leader’s perspective; the concerns of
many in the science community on the flawed process for monitoring the populations;
advocacy efforts and legal efforts to obtain protections for wolves in the Northern Rockies
that are under threat.

‘I just want to congratulate you and your team for putting together such a great webinar
last night. Michel gave me hope for the future during these bleak times for wolves. Thank
you so much.”--Nancy Warren, Supporter

The IWCN Forum Series hosted “Coexisting with Bears” in April. Dr. Seth Wilson of the
Blackfoot Challenge shared the many ways they are working with the local community to
keep bears away from livestock, including hot mats, which provide an electric shock to
bears and other wildlife, but allow ranchers to keep gates around their livestock open
during the day, making it easier for them to do their work. Dr. Heather Johnson of USGS
and formerly with Colorado Parks and Wildlife, shared her research on addressing bear
issues in Durango, CO. By using bear proof trashcans, the city lowered the conflict levels
by 60%. Once self-locking trashcans were provided throughout the entire town, conflicts
declined even more. A win-win for bears and the community.

We are grateful to the Foundation for Sustainability and Innovation, which made this forum
possible.

“Teaching people coexistence with bears is so important. Keep your garbage inside
overnight or we are inviting them into our neighborhoods.” --Joyce Dixon Dannheim,
Supporter

IWCN Members Lend a Hand for Coexistence

Last month we raised funds for two important coexistence projects. The first, helping
our friends in Nepal at the Third Pole Conservancy obtain Foxlights (a nighttime
strobe light) for shepherds living in snow leopard and wolf territory in the Annapurna
and Gaurishankar Conservation Areas. The second, sharing Foxlights and other
nonlethal tools with ranchers in Colorado. After being eradicated a century ago,
wolves from Yellowstone National Park dispersed across Wyoming and moved into
northern Colorado a year ago. While this was great news for the species, the state
did not yet have a rigorous nonlethal deterrent program to prepare livestock owners
with proactive measures designed to reduce or avoid attracting wolves to their
ranches. Thanks to your generous donations, our first batch of Foxlights was sent to
Colorado ranchers on May 1, 2022. We have sent funding to the Third Pole


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6Wb6Ja6PRo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6Wb6Ja6PRo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INGyQDJYHqQ&fbclid=IwAR1i7oUQkuTHxpncm_r6L0joeh2pcqfjv3tpa5KXl7Tz8_OMHPxyZTFiIn4

Conservancy and they will be ordering Foxlights for this season.

Donating Your Vehicle in Support of Wildlife Coexistence
Couldn’t Bee Easier!

DONATING YOUR _
 VEHICLEISAS

When you donate a car, truck, boat, RV, or other vehicle to the International
Wildlife Coexistence Network, you become an integral partner in supporting
our mission to enable communities around the globe to coexist with wildlife.
Through our partnership with Charitable Adult Rides and Services (CARS), the
process of making a charitable car donation is quick and easy. Get started
here.

IWCN Receives Candid (Guidestar) Platinum
Seal of Transparency

Platinum

Transparency We are excited to share that INCN has received an

2022 official platinum seal of transparency through Candid
—the world’s largest source of information on

Candid. nonprofits! As part of our mission, we feel that it is

important to share clear and transparent information
about IWCN’s goals, strategies, capabilities,
achievements and more with our supporters. Check out our profile here.

Donate Today!

IWCN is a not-for-profit organization that depends entirely on donations and
grants to do our work. Your financial support is key to our success in helping
imperiled wildlife around the world. Thank you for your support!

We can transform our relationship with Nature. With careful planning, it is possible
for both wildlife and humans to coexist.

Renew your annual support or provide friends and family a gift membership to the
International Wildlife Coexistence Network. Members will have full access to
resources, the latest news, and free access to our coexistence forums.

Donate Today!

Together we can make wildlife coexistence a reality around the world. Your
financial support is key.


https://careasy.org/nonprofit/wildlifecoexistence
https://www.guidestar.org/Profile/85-1079131
http://wildlifecoexistence.org/donate
https://wildlifecoexistence.org/donate/

We hope you will visit and share with your friends our social media sites
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https://www.facebook.com/WildlifeCoexistence.org
https://twitter.com/iwcncoexist
https://www.instagram.com/wildlifecoexistencenetwork/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-international-wildlife-coexistence-network/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbJQhBlmuq9iFYMkm7tSVAA

