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You and | know that coexistence strategies work. That’s why the
slaughter of hundreds of wolves in ldaho and Montana is so
devastating. It’s unnecessary and inhumane. | have spent most of
my career helping wolves recover and helping ranchers and
others understand, respect and tolerate, and in some cases, even
embrace wolves on the landscape. And the United States has
celebrated the recovery of wolves as one of the greatest conservation success
stories of all times.

We cannot let this slip away. That’s why this month, IWCN petitioned the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to provide emergency protections for wolves in
the Northern Rockies under the Endangered Species Act.

When FWS removed protections for gray wolves, it stated, “[I]f a State changed
their regulatory framework to authorize the unlimited and unregulated taking of
wolves . . . emergency listing would be immediately pursued.” 74 Fed. Reg. at
15,148.

And in 2021, ldaho and Montana did just that. Idaho’s law allows hunters,
trappers, and private contractors to kill wolves year-round, at any age and with no
limits. Already, more than 500 wolves have been killed this season in Idaho.

In Montana, a new law allows for killing approximately 85% of the wolf population.
Even our Yellowstone wolves are not safe, as hunters are using bait to draw them



https://wildlifecoexistence.org/

out of the park to shoot them. So far, 23 Yellowstone wolves have been reported
killed this season and 185 statewide.

Bounties of up to $2500 are being paid in Idaho and $1000 in Montana by private
organizations to incentivize the killing of wolves. Lucrative bounties like this are
not offered for any other species in either state.

In a recent opinion piece by Secretary Haaland in USAToday, she states,
“Because of the gray wolf’s recovery, individual states are responsible for its
welfare and sustaining that recovery. Nevertheless, we will reinstate federal
protections under the ESA for the northern Rocky Mountains' gray wolf, if
necessary.”

I's necessary. And time is of the essence. Wolf denning season is upon us, which
makes them even more vulnerable as they care for their pups.

You can help by signing our petition to tell President Biden and Sec. Haaland to
relist wolves now. We are closing in on 100,000 signatures. Sign and share the
petition with others who care.

For the wild ones,

y

Suzanne Asha Stone

Visit our Website

New on the blog:

IWCN Celebrates Our First Year Anniversary!

Sixth grader Trisha Srikanth performed
her original song, How! Howl during our
First Anniversary Celebration. Board
member Priya Darshini and Max ZT
helped produce the song. Trisha
describes a world of peace and beauty
that is possible when we coexistence
with wolves. We are grateful to Trisha
for sharing her song with us and so
proud to have her as a member of our
IWCN family.

Howl howl sniff sniff paw to the ground
We each have stories though we have different sounds
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http://www.wildlifecoexistence.org

I’'m a person you’re a wolf but we can be friends,
We can stop this battle and make amends.
Full lyrics to this beautiful song

Predator Smart Farming is the
Answer to Coexisting with Dingoes

Louise Boronyak has spent the last four
years studying the dingo and exploring
ways that producers/ranchers can coexist
with the species. Louise says, “The key to
reducing conflict actually is keeping family
groups of dingoes intact.” Read more about
Lou’s research on dingoes and Predator
Smart Farming.

Tools: Foxlights

Foxlights are a visual predator deterrent that provide an effective, nonlethal way
to protect livestock and crops from predating wildlife. This deterrent was
developed by Australian farmer lan Whalan to prevent foxes from taking his lambs
at night.

‘I was lying in bed one cold, snowy night thinking
| should be out there chasing foxes with my gun
and light to protect my lambs. | thought, how can |
find a way to make the foxes think that | was out
in the field whilst | was in bed. Foxlights gives the
perception of someone walking around the area
with a flashlight. For the first season | used it | did
not find a dead lamb.”

Foxlights are battery or solar powered and
contain nine LED bulbs operated by a computer
chip that flash randomly in three different colors.
They are being used across the world to deter predators and have helped build
tolerance for large carnivores such as snow leopards.

Foxlights are most effective when combined with other nonlethal tools and
practices such as enclosing vulnerable or small livestock in a pen at night with
foxlights mounted on poles around the perimeter. Foxlights are simple to operate,
however users should consider ways to reduce predators becoming familiar with
the lights and losing their fear. This can be achieved by limiting use to the critical
time of lambing or calving.

Testimonials

"Thanks so much to the speakers and the amazing projects! Would love to keep
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seeing these webinars focused on different contexts. So much to learn from each
other!" - Christine Lamana, on the Unite for Wolves Forum

"Thank you for all you are doing to save these magnificent animals. It's
depressing to see and understand given that there are so many studies proving
how beneficial wolves are to the ecosystem." - Suzanne Dormsjo, on our First
Anniversary Event

Community Models of Coexistence: Shepherding back biodiversity in
South Africa

In 2014, the Landmark Foundation established the Shepherding Back Biodiversity
Project that demonstrates wildlife friendly practices on a farm in the Karoo region,
South Africa. The project showed how to transition from traditional livestock
grazing techniques i.e rotational grazing and lethal predator control of leopards,
caracal cats and jackals to wildlife-friendly non-lethal predator management.
These practices involved human shepherding of livestock under a high-density
short-duration grazing regime. In the first year of operation, lethal options
(shooting carnivores, and financially incentivizing farm staff to catch carnivores in
leg hold traps (called gin traps) was compared to the performance of nonlethal
options. In 2014, the farm had 40% losses to carnivores of known births.

However, 2015 saw a transition in practices, leg hold traps were removed,
shooting ceased, livestock protection collars were used on the sheep along with
human herding and supervision. Since 2015 only one lamb was lost to carnivores
and the weaning percentage of lambs increased from 70% to almost 98%. When
compared to a neighboring game farm and a conventionally managed farm that
killed carnivores, the Landmark wildlife-friendly farm saw an increase in mammal
diversity from 28 to 34 species and due to the grazing style a greater resilience in
the landscape to the impact of drought.

The coexistence measures used on this farm show that coexisting with carnivores
can be more profitable than lethal control and has significant animal welfare (both
wild and domesticated) and conservation benefits.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4u927NqlvD0&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfCWQx0mOgE&t=26s

From the Field: IWCN’s First Wildlife Innovation
Challenge: The Wolves of the Levant Project

Picture credit: ltimar Yairi with the Levant Wolf Project

Our first Wildlife Innovation Challenge focused on the Wolves of the Levant
project, run by Compassionate Conservation Middle East (CCME). Arabian and
Indian wolves have started to recolonize the Golan Heights region in Israel, a
region with extensive cattle grazing, military training, nature conservation, and
tourism. With the influx of wolves has come human-carnivore conflict. Members of
our Coexistence Council met with the CCME team to discuss some of their
challenges.

“We received extremely valuable information about underlying fundamental issues
and the tools we should consider using.” Dr. Dror Ben-Ami.

Our Coexistence Council experts provided guidance on a number of issues and
continue to consult with the CCME team.

e Social research that aims to understand ranchers’ attitudes towards local
carnivores and perceptions of ways to reduce livestock predation. This
social component is an important part of gaining cooperation to test the
effectiveness of nonlethal tools and practices and ensure they align with the
local context.

e Advice on Livestock Guardian Dogs (LGD), including appropriate fencing to
keep wild predators out and LGDs and livestock in; and how to build and
use bonding pens to socialize young LGDs with the livestock.

e The importance of understanding the cause of cattle loss from disease,
theft, bad weather, or rough terrain, so that all cattle deaths are not
attributed to wolves.

e How to communicate with ranchers about the benefits of wolves: For
example, wolves help clean up carcasses and prevent disease spread and
displace smaller predators such as jackals which are perceived to be
responsible for the majority of calf predation. However, nonlethal tools and
practices need to be used to protect livestock from predation by wolves.



Our Coexistence Council will continue to consult with Dr. Ben-Ami and his team,
to provide advice as they continue their efforts to encourage the use of
coexistence tools in Golan Heights. Special thanks to the Laurence S. Weiss and
Edith G. Weiss Foundation for their support for this effort.

Meet Our Coexistence Council

Featured Coexistence Council member: Denise Taylor

“We’ve seen the wolf wiped out across much of its
former ranges because of widespread negative attitudes
and the use of language has helped to fuel this by
portraying the wolf as well as other species as vermin,
pests, vicious, bloodthirsty, nuisances, etc. Once a
species has been demonized it gives rise to hatred and
fear, which culminates in killing. As we all know in the
States and across Europe, this has often been disguised
as wildlife management and predator control.” Read
more about Denise’s research on the Impact of
Language in the World of Wildlife.

IWCN on Tik Tok

Jaguars in Mexico: Biofutura helps ranchers, farmers and their families coexist
with wildlife and move from retaliatory killing to coexistence. Thanks to their
efforts, local community members have said they no longer kill local wildlife
because they understand their role in nature after attending workshops.

Bison, a Rich and Tragic History: By the late 1800s, bison were nearly extinct
due to government sponsored extermination efforts. Bison were designated as
our national mammal, yet they are slaughtered regularly outside of Yellowstone.

Coexisting with Kangaroos: Kangaroos are essential to the health of Australian
ecosystems by spreading the seeds of native grasses and plants, fertilizing and
aerating soils. Yet kangaroos face threats from shooting, urbanization, vehicle
collisions and becoming entangled in fencing. Coexistence with kangaroos can be
fostered by a greater understanding of how kangaroos move through and live in
landscapes, and planting plants such as chillies that kangaroos do not like in front
of other crops to deter them.

Call to Action: Restore Protections for Wolves Now!

Wolves in the Northern Rockies need you to speak up for them. If you have not
signed our petition yet, do so today! If you have, share it with your friends and
others who care about wolves through your social media network.

We are closing in on 100,000 signatures. Helps us reach our goal!
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Donate Today!

IWCN is a not-for-profit organization that depends entirely on donations and
grants to do our work. Your financial support is key to our success in
helping imperiled wildlife around the world. Thank you for your support!

We can transform our relationship with Nature. With careful planning, it is possible
for both wildlife and humans to coexist.

Renew your annual support or provide friends and family a gift membership to
the International Wildlife Coexistence Network. Members will have full access to
resources, the latest news, and free access to our coexistence forums.

Donate Today!

Together we can make wildlife coexistence a reality around the world. Your
financial support is key.

We hope you will visit and share with your friends our social media sites
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